
 

Dear Still Creek Family, 

For nearly 50 years, Still Creek Ranch has been sustained by faithful people who have prayed, 
given, volunteered, shared our mission, and believed that children in crisis deserve safety, 
stability, opportunity, and the hope of Christ. If you have ever supported Still Creek in any of 
those ways, you are part of this story, and I am deeply grateful. 

For the past seven years, I have had the privilege of serving Still Creek in several roles; from 
Development Director, to Assistant Executive Director, and now as Interim Executive Director. 
Each role has allowed me to see this ministry from a different perspective, but one thing has 
remained constant: our foundation is solid because our foundation is in the Lord. 

And just as important, Still Creek is not our ministry, it is His. We are simply stewards of what 
the Lord has entrusted to us: these children, this campus, this mission, and the resources that 
make it all possible. 

What needs strengthening is not our mission or our faith. It is our financial position and the way 
we prepare for the future. 

This year has required us to take a close and careful look at our finances, staffing, facilities, and 
long-term sustainability. Rising costs and a decline in giving have created real challenges, and 
we have had to make difficult decisions to reduce expenses, and better prepare for future 
needs. 

Those decisions were not made lightly. But throughout Scripture, we see God’s people walk 
through seasons that required wisdom, courage, perseverance, and trust. Nehemiah did not 
question the purpose of Jerusalem because the walls needed repair. The mission remained. 
The calling remained. What was needed was a plan, willing hands, and people committed to 
rebuilding what needed attention. 

That is how I see this season at Still Creek. 

Our mission is not changing. Our foundation is not changing. We are strengthening the 
financial structure (the walls) that supports the mission the Lord has entrusted to us. 

Today, Still Creek has six residential homes, along with our school, ranch, vehicles, and 
additional campus buildings that support the year-round care of our children. Two of those 
homes currently sit empty. To me, those empty houses represent more than buildings. They 
represent children we are not yet able to serve. 
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Our vision is to fill those houses again, but to do so wisely and sustainably. 

We are not simply asking, “How quickly can we open another home?” We are asking, “How do 
we make sure we have the financial strength to keep that home open and care well for the 
children who live there?” That is the heart behind our Help Us Fill the Houses campaign. 

I am hopeful about the future of Still Creek. We have already seen the Lord provide through 
incredible generosity, and people who have stepped forward because they believe in this 
mission.  

A generous donor has offered to match up to $150,000 in donations over the next 60 days. 
That means when our Still Creek community can come together to raise $150,000, the impact 
becomes $300,000. 

We see this as an important jumpstart to the Help Us Fill the Houses campaign and an 
opportunity to begin strengthening our financial position while preparing for the needs ahead. 

Would you prayerfully consider giving during these next 60 days to help us meet this 
match? Whether your gift is large or small, every dollar moves us closer to the $150,000 goal 
and helps double the impact for Still Creek. 

My greatest request is that you pray with us. Pray for our children, our staff, our Board, and our 
leadership. Pray for wisdom in the decisions ahead. And pray that God continues to bring the 
right people alongside Still Creek.  

For nearly 50 years, Still Creek has walked through seasons of blessing, challenge, growth, and 
change. And yet, here Still Creek stands. The foundation is firm. The mission is clear. The 
ministry is His. And now we are doing the work necessary to strengthen the financial future of 
Still Creek so we can continue serving children well. I believe God is still writing this story, and I 
am grateful that you are part of it. 

Every Home Open. Every Bed Filled. Every Child Loved. 

In faith and gratitude, 

Chanté Smith​
Interim Executive Director​
Still Creek Ranch 
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